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BALTIC SEA COMMISSION 

Executive Committee Meeting 

AGENDA 28 September 2007 
 

Time 28 September 2007 at 9 am – 12 am. 

  

Venue Hotel Ridzene, RIGA (EE) 

  

Participants  Members   Substitutes 

 

Roll call 

   
 

  

 
(x) Ms Christel LILJESTRÖM  

Itä-Uusimaa/Östra Nyland (FI) 

President 

(x) Mr Poul MÜLLER 

Central Denmark (DK) 

Vice- 
President 

(-) 

 

Mr Jørgen KVIST 

Bornholm (DK) 

(-) Ms Elke ORDING 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (D) 

(-) Mr Wolf BORN 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (D) 

(-) Ms Reet KOKOVKIN (EST) (-) Mr Tarmo PIKNER (EST) 

(x) Ms Talvikki KOSKINEN  

South-West Finland (FI) 

(x) Ms Marjatta VEHKAOJA 

Pohjanmaa/Österbotten (FI) 

(x) 

  

Mr Ilgonis STEINBERGS 

Riga District (LV) 

(x) 
  

Ms Grenada DEMAKINA 
Riga District (LV) 

(x) Raisa MINCINAUSKIENE  

Klaipéda (LT) 

(x) Ms Dalia MAKUSKIENE Klaipéda (LT) 

(-) Mr Geir-Ketil HANSEN 

Nordland (N) 

(-) Ms Sonja A STEEN 

Nordland (N)  

(x) 

 

Mr Dariusz PIONTKOWSKI (PL) (-) Mr Michał PODBIELSKI 

(PL) 

(x) Ms Annika ANNERBY JANSSON 

Region Skåne (S) 

 

(-)   Mr Erik BERGKVIST  

Västerbottens Läns Landsting (S) 

     
  Secretariat: 

 

 (x) Ms Anne STÅHL MOUSA Executive Secretary, BSC Secretariat Visby 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE – BALTIC SEA COMMISSION 

Executive Secretary Anne Ståhl Mousa, Telephone +46 498 203444, Mobile +46 70 5408858, Fax +46 498 205120 

E-mail anne_stahlmousa@msn.com, Web www.balticseacommission.org  

Gotland Region, Executive Office, CPMR Baltic sea Commission, Schweitzergränd 3, 621 81, Visby SWEDEN  

mailto:anne_stahlmousa@msn.com
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Other participants: 
 (x) 

 
Mr Enrico MAYRHOFER 
CPMR Brussels Office 

(x) Mr Tomas GUSTAFSSON (S)  

(x) Mr Peder BANG,  
Central Denmark (DK) 

(x) Mr JanErik MAJEWSKI, Region 
Skåne (S) 

(-) Mr Ole M KOLSTAD, Nordland (N) 
 

(-) 
 

Mr Henrik EYBYE NIELSEN 
Bornholm (DK) 

(-) Mr Jaakko MIKKOLA, Regional Council of Itä-
Uusimaa (SF) 

(x) 
  

Ms Linnéa LUNDSTRÖM, 
Västerbotten (S) 

(x) Ms Agnieszka GOLEBIEWSKA (x) Ms Ilmi TIKKANEN, Regional 
Council of Itä-Uusimaa (SF) 

(x-) Mr Per STRØMHAUG (N) (x) Mr Tommy KARLSSON (S) 

(-) Ms Inger LINGE (S)   

12§ Opening the meeting 

 

Final decision 

 

The president opened the meeting wishing everyone welcome to Riga and the continuation of the 
Executive Committee meeting, wishing our Klaipeda representatives especially welcome to the 
day’s meeting. Ms Liljeström also thanked our host Mr Steinbergs and our excellent organiser Ms 
Demakina for last night’s reception and the well organised meeting. 
A short round of presentation followed. 

13 § Adopting of the agenda 

 

Final decision 

 

The agenda was adopted with a slight change in order letting 24 § thematic workgroup reports 
following directly after the video presentation of Riga Region following directly after 13 §. 
 

14 § Minutes of the Previous Meetings   

Appendix 1  - Minutes E.C. Bodø 14
th

 of June 2007 - final 
Appendix 2  - Minutes E.C. Bodø 15

th
 of June 2007 - final  

 

 The previous meeting was held in Bodø on 14
st
 and 15

th
 of June 2007. 

  

Final decision 

 

The minutes of the Executive meeting in Bodø, 14
th
 of June, 2007, was unanimously adopted. 

The minutes of the Executive meeting in Bodø, 15
th
 of June, 2007, was unanimously adopted. 

 

15 § Change of Executive Committee Members 

 Podlaskie Regions Marshall Mr Dariusz Piontkowski is welcomed to the Executive Committee. 
 

Proposal  

 

 

All delegates make a presentation of themselves and new members are welcome to the CPMR 
Baltic Sea Commission family and work. 

Final decision 

 
Podlaskie Regions Marshall Mr Dariusz Piontkowski is welcomed to the Executive Committee as 
well as Klaipeda Regions representative Ms Raisa Mincinauskiene. 

Presentations were already made yesterday and in the morning. 

 

16 § Words on – outcome of – the BSC – Baltic and Polish Regional Meetings in Riga on 

September 27
th

. 
 

 Outcome? 
Future actions to be decided? 
Still missing members?  
 

Final decision 

 

Yesterday’s discussion was fruitful.  
Podlaskie region brought the problem of the ViaBaltica road-by-pass at Augustów to the table, se 
22 § for final text. 
 
The Region of Riga had no special issues to discuss, however the Executive Committee was 
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made aware of that the Region will cease to exist, as a result of national reorganisation in 2009, 
when the present regional level will merge with governmental level. This will have implication on 
BSC membership as CPMR does not recognise none regional levels as members. 
Klaipeda region noted that they have a general interest in social issues and migration and 
integration, but at present had no direct topic to discuss. 
 
The discussion of yesterday was a first step to have an interregional balance and more active 
member regions. It was decided that the Executive Committee should continue the discussions 
on how to get more member regions in the Baltic Sea area at the November meeting in Klaipeda. 
 

17 § CPMR Current Affairs                                                    

 Mr Enrico Mayrhofer, Director, CPMR, contact person on Baltic Sea Commission will have a 
presentation about the current CPMR activities post the Political Bureau meeting in Podlaskie 8

th
 

of June. 
                     

Presentation Will be added to the minutes. 

Final decision Mr Mayrhofer gave a brief presentation of current CPMR affairs. 
 

 As we meet the 4
th
 European cohesion Forum is meeting in Brussels with CPMR as the 

only EU regional association to be invited. CPMR President Claudio Martini’s will deliver a 
speech at the plenary session. Responding to Challenges: Regions as Actors of Growth and 
Competitiveness. 

 A coming big issue is the launch of the consultation on the budget review 2008/9 in 
Brussels 12

th
 of September, 2007.  José Manuel Barroso declared : “To look at what the EU 

will need to spend in the years to come and where that money will come from“ 

 FOGAR “Forum of Global Association of Regions” was founded in Cape Town, 24-25 
August 2007 with CPMR as one of the founding members and Mr Martini as President and 
Mr Gizard as Executive Secretary. The short term agenda include meeting in New York with 
the UN on 1

st
 of November to participate at the Scientific Council “Territories and 

Globalisation” with President Barroso in Lisbon 3-4 of December. Brussels meeting in 
February with EU and “2

nd
 Convention for a Territorial Approach to Development” in Tanger 

12-14 of May 2008. 
Dictions to take part in FOGAR were made at the CPMR Political Bureau meeting in 
Augustów, 2007. Geographical Commissions does not have to apply for membership as 
CPMR is already a member. Regarding financing the organisation has un till now not been 
cost that much but will have to look for its future finance.  

 EU green paper of June 29
th
 “Adapting to the impact of Climate Change” were CPMR will 

answer. The BSC position, see further 23 §, has been integrated in the CPMR position. 

 The next steps of the Maritime Policy will be the presentation of the “Blue Paper” in 
Brussels on October 10

th
. This will be followed by a meeting of the EU Council in Lisbon 

under the title “Maritime” on the 22
nd

 of October and to this CPMR has been invited. 
Commissioner Borg will also address the subject at the CPMR General Assembly in Florence 
on October 19

th
. The Geographical Commissions are also invited to the “Blue Planet Forum” 

in Brussels on 27-29
th
 of November. There is also a meeting in Marseille 13-14 of November 

on European Maritime Assises. 
 
A few dates to be worth mentioning:  
8 - 9/11/07 Opatija, Croatia, CPMR Workshop CPMR Energy working group “How to effectively 
promote sustainable energy at regional level” 
19/11/07 Gijón, Asturias (ES), CPMR Seminar on Transports with the participation of Jacques 
Barrot (Commissioner); Motorways of the sea will be the focus of discussion  
3 - 4/12/07 Lisboa (PT), CPMR/UNDP Scientific Council on Regional development and 
Globalisation (with Barroso)  
 
 

18 § Activity Report June 2007 (Bodø)– September 2007 (Riga)  

 
A brief oral account of the meetings attended by the BSC Presidium members. 
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 June 19-21 NSC General Assembly, Brunstad (N) 

June 28 Baltic Sea Convention, Visby (S) 

July 10 BSC in Almedalen on Nord Stream AGs Gas-pip-line in the Baltic Sea, Visby (S) 

September 6-7 CPMR Secretarial meeting in  Rennes (FR) 

September 13-14 BSSSC Annual Meeting in Turku, (FIN) 

September 17 EURISY meeting, Tallinn (EE) 

September 21 NSC+BSC First talks on General Assembly Arrangements 2008, Herning (DK) 

  
 

Final decision 

 

Decision: 
The speeches and PPTs will be added to the BSC website www.balticseacommission.org. 
The BSC Executive Committee agrees to the suggested topic for next year’s General Assembly 
in Herning (DK) together with the NSC and InterReg for the North Sea Regions to be focusing on 
Energy – Climate Change – Sustainability along the lines of the new InterReg program. 
 

19 § Economic Report                                              

Appendix 3 - BSC Economy Jan-August 2007 - final  

 

 An up-dated financial report for the period Jan – August 2007 is presented. 
 

Final decision 

 

The financial report was adopted noted the need to speed up the payout of annual fees from 
CPMR to geographical regions. 
 

20 § Nomination procedure for BSCs election 2008. 
 
Under the new BSC Statutes, adopted at the General Assembly in Bodø 2007 the following 
applies regarding the elections:  
 
Article 4: The election of the President and of the Executive Committee  

.... 

In accordance with CPMR Charter, Article 6, each member of the Executive  

Committee shall be elected for a period of two years. The members shall be office-holding representatives of 
regional authorities. If a member loses his/her position within the regional authority, this implies ipso facto 
withdrawal from the Executive Committee, on which he/she shall be replaced at next coming BSC General 
Assembly. The member may be replaced before the end of his/her term of office by the regions of the country that 
elected him/her at the next coming BSC General Assembly. 

... 

The elections of the President, the two vice-presidents and the Executive Committee will take place every 2nd 
year, following the procedure outlined below:  

 

• General Assembly shall elect a President, two Vice-Presidents and an Executive Committee.  

 

• The Executive Secretary asks the Assembly if there are any nominations to the post of President of the Baltic 
Sea Commission. Each nomination must be seconded by a region other that the region represented by the 
nominee. The President of the Baltic Sea Committee will be the president /political leader of their respective 
regional authority.  

... 

 

• Then the election of the Executive Committee takes place. Each member country shall appoint one 
representative and one substitute representative. Two vice-Presidents shall be elected, who must be from different 
countries in between themselves and of the President. In case of absence of the President during the period of 
his/hers mandate, the Vice-Presidents assumes his/her functions.  

 
In order to have sufficient time the BSC President suggests that the secretariat be asked to invite 
nominations for the elections and that the nomination period will close by March 31

st
 2008. 

 
Article 5: The Executive Secretary  

The Baltic Sea Commission has an Executive Secretary whose responsibility is to ensure the day-to-day 
organisation of its work and implementation of its decisions. On the recommendation of the Executive Committee 
the General Assembly shall nominate the Executive Secretary. The Executive Secretary appointed should be from 
another country than the President. His/her mandate is renewed every 2 years.  

The Executive Secretary of the Baltic Sea Commission assists the President in his/her task and acts under his/her 

http://www.balticseacommission.org/
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authority.  

 
In order to have sufficient time the BSC President suggests that the secretariat be asked to invite 
nominations for the elections and that the nomination period will close by March 31

st
 2008. 

The invitation will be made at the BSC meeting at the CPMR General Assembly in Florence and 
through direct mail to member region contact persons and via the BSCs website. 

 

Final decision 

 

The above text and procedure was adopted with the change of “In order to have sufficient time 
the BSC President suggests that the secretariat be asked to invite nominations for the elections 
and that the nomination period will close by March 31

st
 2008.”  

 
To “In order to have sufficient time the BSC President suggests that the secretariat is asked to 
invite nominations for the elections and that the members are urged to present their nomination to 
the secretariat by March 31

st
 2008.” 

 
This will be distributed to all member regions at the BSC Regional Meeting in Florence on 
October 17

th
 and via mail to Regional Contact Persons.  

 

21 § Discussing the coming CPMR General Assembly in Florence 17 – 19
th

 October. 

 

a) The BSC meeting October 17
th

 16:00-17:00  

 

b) Election – Re-election of the CPMR President 2008. 
 

 

Final decision a) At the CPMR General Assembly in Florence there will be a BSC Regions meeting. A draft 
agenda will include  

 A short resume of what we have done. 

 What we will do during the coming months. 

 Possibility to have a final discussion on our, and others resolutions and declarations at 
the CPMR General Assembly. 

 Information regarding the BSC election 2008. 
 
b) Regarding the election/re-election of a new CPMR president in 2009 the process is likely to 

start after the CPMR General Assembly in Florence. The Executive Committee suggest that 
BSC should have a meeting before the CPMR Political Bureau meeting in spring to discuss a 
candidate, possibly to be backed up by the NSC and BSC jointly. 

 

22 § BSC Resolutions at the CPMR General Assembly in Florence. 

 

 Baltic Sea Commission resolution(s) and a declaration to be adopted by the Executive 

Committee in Riga and presented at the CPMR General Assembly in Florence, 17-19 

October.  

 Appendix 4 –“Via Baltica” 
Declaration of Support for Road Infrastructure  

Improvement in Podlaskie Region  
 

Appendix 5 – Resolution on Energy and Climate Change  
 

Appendix 6 - The future of the cohesion policy and the  

CAP 2014 and beyond  

 
a) Draft Declaration of Support for Road Infrastructure Improvement in Podlaskie Region. 

The document has already been sent to the CPMR. The content will be presented at the 
meeting by Podlaskie Region. 

b) (Draft) Resolution on Energy and Climate Change, This documented has been circulated 
among our member regions. The document will be presented at the meeting by 
Västerbotten Region. 

c) (Draft) Resolution The future of the cohesion policy and the CAP 2014 and beyond. By 
Västra Götaland Region. The resolution will be presented at the meeting by the 
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secretariat. 

 

Final decision 

 

a) Following an intensive debate and a session of rewriting and final discussions the 
following text on the bypass road at Augustów of the Via Baltica was adopted by the 
BSC. The Secretariat will forward this draft declaration to the CPMR and also make 
contact with the NSC to secure their support. 

 
“BALTIC SEA COMMISSION CPMR MEMBER REGIONS 

Riga, 28th September 2007 
DECLARATION OF SUPPORT FOR VIA BALTICA THROUGH CONSTRUCTION OF THE 

AUGUSTOW ROAD BYPASS 
 
The VIA BALTICA1 is a route of utmost importance for the European Union and the only way to reach the 
Baltic States and Finland by road from any point in the EU without having to leave EU territory.  
 
This route was decided at the Summit of the European Transport Ministries in Crete (GR) in March 1994. 
Indeed, the EU Summit decided to name VIA BALTICA as a Paneuropean Transport Corridor. 
 
Unfortunately, the construction of this Paneuropean Transport Corridor was suspended in Poland as it is in 
conflict with the NATURA 2000 project. 
 
Due to these two decisions there is a conflict between NATURA 2000 and TENs policies. This conflict has 
caused the suspension of the road bypass construction in Augustów2 (Podlaskie - PL) that is presently the 
bottleneck of VIA BALTICA. 
 
When VIA BALTICA passes through Poland it becomes a narrow passage between two non-EU Member 
States (Russia-Kaliningrad and Byelorussia) and unfortunately there are no alternative ways through the 
corridor outside the NATURA 2000 area, without making the bypass significantly more expensive and 
without creating more pollution. Traffic on this part of the route has been rapidly increasing since the 
accession of Poland in the European Union (1st May 2004) creating traffic hazards. For instance, in the 
Region Podlaskie (PL) in 2006, 208 people died on the road and 1,438 people were injured because of 
12,955 road collisions. 
 
Poland acknowledged this problem many years ago and decided to reconstruct VIA BALTICA passing 
through Augustów before the Polish accession to the EU and furthermore before setting up Natura 2000 
areas3.  
 
This project will definitely boost the development of all Baltic and Scandinavian Regions and moreover it 
will increase the cohesion of Europe. Therefore, the member Regions of the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission 
recommends the European Commission to reconsider its decision on the Augustów road bypass and 
readdress this issue in accordance with the principles of sustainable development and fairness among 
European citizens, to ensure optimal competitiveness for the region of Podlaskie and fair access of its 
population to services of general interest. 
 
 
Appendix: Map of VIA BALTICA project and the NATURA 2000 area. “ 

 
b) The BSC draft resolution on Energy and Climate Change was debated. It was agreed 

that “hydrogen” should be added to the second paragraph as a renewable source of 
energy. The focus of the debate centred on the fifth bullet point and the wording of the 

                                                 

1
 European route E67, is a highway running from Prague in the Czech Republic to Helsinki in Finland by way of Poland, 

Kaunas (Lithuania), Riga (Latvia), and Tallinn (Estonia). 
2
 Augustów is a tourist centre in North-Eastern Poland and its economic development is significantly linked to the 

construction of the VIA BALTICA. Other towns in the Podlaskie Region are also affected by the same issue. 
 
3
 Following 15 years of legal procedures, broad social consultations with various stakeholders, and numerous thorough 

assessments of ecological, economical and social impact of five different variants, the long-awaited construction of Augustów 
road bypass had finally begun last winter. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_route
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prague
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helsinki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaunas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riga
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latvia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallinn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonia
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last sentence that finally was agreed to read “We therefore encourage policies that would 
mean a higher cost for fossil fuel, rather than subsidize renewables.”  
 
The secretariat will forward the final text to CPMR secretariat. 
 
The final text read as follow: 
 

Resolution on Energy and Climate Change 
CPMR General Assembly, 17-19 October 2007 

 
As adopted at the Baltic Sea Commission Executive Committee Meeting, Riga September 28 2007  

  
The CPMR wish to express its firm commitment to work for a sustainable development of our societies and 
combating the process of global warming and climate change. Therefore, we welcome the initiatives in the 
European Commission’s Energy and Climate package “Energy for a Changing World”, and are convinced 
that the ambitious targets are a step in the right direction, and that they can be reached with the 
appropriate measures. 
 
The CPMR would like to underline the importance of the role of the regions as partners in the EU energy 
policies. The renewable energy sources in the maritime and peripheral regions amount an enormous 
potential in terms of producing bioenergy and bioelectricy from windpower, solar energy, wave power, 
hydrogen and more. Some regions also have vast areas of land that can produce energy not only from 
agriculture but also from forestry. The regions also have state-of-the-art research and innovations in the 
fields of energy and environment. Furthermore, regions used to a colder climate during a large part of the 
year, for instance in Scandinavia, have extensive experience of energy efficient housing and other energy 
efficient measures. 
 
With all of this in mind, we, the members regions of the CPMR: 
 

 Would like to encourage the European Union to continue setting out ambitious targets, as we have 
seen that they work as incentives for further research and development, innovations and for 
motivating the industry as well as the member states to enhancing their strategies towards reaching 
the targets. 

 

 Want competition, economic and social growth, climate change and sustainable development - i.e. the 
Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas - to be at core focus in the review of the EU budget and in the post-
2013 period. This includes the CAP, Rural Development programmes, Cohesion policy, Framework 
programmes and other parts of the EU budget. 

 

 Urge the European Commission take a leading role in the work towards a new international protocol 
in the post-Kyoto period from 2012, where the EU should set a good example in the battle against 
climate change. 

 

 Recognize that maritime and peripheral regions are some of the greatest potential producers of 
renewable energy. However, there are major problems in transmitting any surplus energy to the more 
densely populated areas because of the lacking infrastructures. This paradox, that regions with a 
surplus of energy or a great potential production find themselves unable to distribute their products to 
where they are needed, must be overcome with investments and improvements in infrastructure. 

 

 Believe that in order to reduce the CO2 emissions, we need to support the use of renewable and 
sustainable energy sources, preferably locally resourced and managed, instead of fossil fuel. We 
therefore encourage policies that would mean a higher cost for fossil fuel, rather than subsidize 
renewables. 

 

 Welcome the review of the Emission Trading Scheme and its future after the second period ends in 
2012, and want to extend it to cover more sectors, more gases and more countries than those included 
in the system today. A survey conducted by PriceWaterhouseCoopers4 and published in July 2007, 
shows that a major increase in investments in renewable energy has taken place in 2007 compared to 

                                                 
4
 ”Enerrgy and Efficiency: Utilities Global Survey 2007”,  PriceWaterHouseCoopers 

http://www.pwc.com/extweb/pwcpublications.nsf/docid/01834727CE72FBAD852572F8007175EC/$File/energy-and-

efficiency_utilities_global_survey_2007.pdf 



    

 8 

the previous years. Two out of three European energy companies state that the EU’s Emission Trading 
Scheme plays a major part in this change. 

 

 Emphasize that reducing the carbon footprint and having a secure and sustainable energy supply not 
only lead to a better environment, jobs and sustainable growth. It also holds other social dimensions 
that cannot be underestimated. This year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Rome 
Treaty, and we are reminded of the initial reasons for creating what later became the European Union: 
peace and solidarity. With increasing world energy consumption, access to energy has become an even 
more important power tool. By cooperating in European networks and projects, we exchange ideas, 
experiences and knowledge among the regions, thus improving more equal access to sustainable 
energy and, in the long run, sustainable societies. 

 

c) The debate regarding Västra Götalands draft declaration on CAP 2014 and beyond 
ended with the decision that BSC will adopt the short version taking out sentence two in 
the second paragraph, se below, and that the long version will be sent to the workgroup 
on CAP that CPMR will set up as an input t the discussion.  
The secretariat was asked to send the adopted short version to the CPMR. 
 

 
Input to the final declaration CPMR General Assembly 2007 

 
The regions are facing major challenges in the years to come such as globalisation, climate change and 
demography. All of them are connected to the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas and the continued 
discussion of sustainable development. The cohesion policy 2014-2020 and the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) must reflect and consider these challenges. 
 
It is important to start open and transparent discussions about the next program period and especially to 
urge the regions to take an active part in these discussions. The CAP requires re-examination to ensure that 
it provides the necessary support to aid the transition of the agricultural sector into a modern industry 
which is less dependent on subsidisation. 
The future cohesion policy should stronger connect the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas focusing on 
economic growth, competition, innovation and sustainable development. Special attention should be given 
to regions with geographical and demographic constraints. 

 

23 § Work On the EU Green Paper On Climate Change                                    

 
Appendix 7 -  BSC answer to the CPMR – adopted version 

              

 Due to summer holidays accumulated mail the secretariat did not note the quick CPMR request 
for BSC comments to the EU Green Paper on Climate Change (to be handed in by September 
7

th
). As two weeks was considered a too short time a decision was made by the President that 

the secretariat will write an answer to the CPMR. 
 
The consultation period is open for web contributions until November 30

th
. The Secretariat 

suggests that the BSC regions will prepare and send in our own answer to the Commission. 
 

Final decision 

 

The secretariats version of the reply to the CPMR on the green paper on climate change was 
adopted noting that it was a good paper. 
 
The Executive Committee decided to follow the secretariats suggestion of sending the green 
paper on climate change to the member regions for amendments in order to have a BSC answer 
sent in to the Commission before November 30

th
. 

 

24 § BSC Thematic Work Group – Reports 

 

 Follow-up discussions after the Thematic Work Group meetings in Riga 27
th

 of September. 

 
a) Transport Working Group (Mr Geir-Ketil Hansen, Mr Per Strømhaug)       

      

b) Energy Working Group (Dr. Erik Bergkvist, Ms. Linnéa Lundström) 

 

c) Fishery Working Group (Mr Kjell Nybacka, Mr Rolf Gidemo) 
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d) CPMR Work groups – Human Resource Group (Ms Inger Linge, Mr Tommy Karlsson)      

                             

e) CPMR Intercom mission WG – TN-RIS Project  (Ms Inger Linge, Mr Tommy Karlsson        

                                

f) New workgroups to be added after the Thematic Work Group Meeting on the 27
th

 of September in Riga. 
Final decision 

 

The thematic workgroup discussions was held during the Executive Committee meeting in the 
afternoon of September 27

th
 with the exception of the report from the Transport group were the 

representatives were present at this meeting. 
 
a) Transport Work Group (Mr Geir-Ketil Hansen, Mr Per Strømhaug 

 

Mr Strømhaug made a short presentation of the InterBaltic project: 
 
The "InterBaltic" project initiated by the Work Group on Transport of the BSC is to be finalised at the end of 
2007.  Not so many member regions as we could have wished are partners, and therefore there is not very 
much direct involvement from the Commission in the running of the project.  Still the main idea developed 
by BSC on developing a joint transport strategy for the region has been in focus, and a draft Master Plan is 
now worked out.  The Master Plan will be presented at the projects Final Conference in Klaipeda in 
November, where also there will be a BSC Executive Committee meeting.    
 
Here it's also hoped that many member regions with interest in transport will be present, and that also 
other Baltic organisations with transport on their agenda will participate, to discuss future cooperation - 
and a proposal for a new strategic project as a follow up to the present InterBaltic project. 
 

The BSC Transport group former leader will not be continuing as a result of the Norwegian 
elections.  
 

Pan-Baltic Transport Strategy.                               Appendix 8 -  PPT-presentation Transport 
Region Skåne offered to take over the lead with the project, they also lead for the BSSSC, based 

on the outcome of the BSC InterBaltic under upcoming Transnational Programme BSR. Project 

leader is Annika Annerby-Jansson and co-ordinator Mr Mats Petersson.   
The project ideas are to: 

• Adapt a transport strategy to the specific BSR conditions  
• Need for a better Pan-Baltic co-ordination and co-operation between regional, national 

and European levels 
• To give the BSR “one voice”  
• Support a needed dialogue public-private sector  
• Benchmarking 
• Accessibility - a pre-condition for sustainable growth in the BSR 

 
The prime objective is to “Prepare and implement a multimodal transport strategy for BSR”. 
 
The Executive Committee decided to support the Skåne project that we will run jointly with the 
BSSSC. Skåne was requested to make contact with Mecklenburg-Vorpommern who had 
expressed an interest in leading the BSC transport group. 
The project co-ordinator is expected to make contact with the secretariat to supply further 
information on the project, and its development. 
 
b) Energy Work Group (Dr. Erik Bergkvist, Ms. Linnéa Lundström). 

 
The Energy WG had a clear YES to continue the preparations for a joint conference with NSC in 
Umeå in the Spring of 2008. 
 
It was also noted that there are important lessons to learn from this very efficient group (apart 
from finding a dedicated and competent WG leader and coordinator): 
 

- Set clear targets 
- Keep the focus 
- Take short steps 
- Address next issue 

 
Again; the Secretariat and the regions should try to find more members to this group. The topic 
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ought to be on the agenda in all regions today so there should be both an interest and 
competence available. 
 
c) Fishery Work Group (Mr Kjell Nybacka, Mr Rolf Gidemo) 

 
As the BSC Executive Committee is holding its first spring meeting in Brussels on February 13

th
 

Mr Nybacka and Gidemo will be invited to tie them closer to the EC.  
 
Until then, the Secretariat and the regions, will try to find more regions interested in taking part in 
the very good work done by this small group. 
 
d) CPMR Work group – Human Resource (Ms Inger Linge, Mr Tommy Karlsson)      

Appendix 9 -  PPT-presentation Human  
 
The group held its last meeting in the Asturias on March 26-27

th
 with political representatives 

present and a final conference in Oviedo is expected this summer. 
 
The project has been successful and generated a lot of interest. A presentation will be made at 
the CPMR General Assembly in Florence. 
 
Five more workshops will be held between now and summer 2008 in Aquitaine, Tuscany, 
Podlaskie, and Stockholm (on Recruitment Bazaar 7-8 March 2008) and in the Asturias. 
 
Voices have already been raised for some form of a continued dissemination of the project 
results particularly on issues concerning rural areas, immigrants and care of elderly. These 
discussions will come at the CPMR GA in Florence in October 2007. 
 
e) CPMR Intercom mission WG – TN-RIS Project  (Ms Inger Linge, Mr Tommy Karlsson)  

Appendix 10 -  PPT-presentation Innovation 
 

The time-plan: 
To present a preliminary report to the CPMR Political Bureau meeting in the Spring of 2008 and a 
final report at the CPMR GA 2008. 
 

In order to spread the information to all CPMR member regions the CPMR web-site will be used.  
 
To simplify technique and contact the actual site will be placed at the BSC domain asking CPMR 
to link to this site. The BSC Executive Secretary will have material from the WG and after adding 
it to the web ask CPMR to open a link. 
 
f) New workgroups to be added after the Thematic Work Group Meeting on the 27

th
 of September in Riga. 

 

The topic was treated at  the afternoon meeting on the 27
th
  

 
BSSSC has invited BSC to a coordination meeting in Copenhagen Monday 29 of October. 
Suggested joint topic is”Sustainable Energy and Climate Change”. 
The EC decided to ask the BSC Vice President, Executive Secretary, DR Erik Berkvist and Ms 
Linnéa Lundström to participate in the meeting. 

 
At the 17

th
 of October at the CPMR GA in Florence Mr Jean – Didier Hache is inviting participants 

to discuss a CPMR Intercom Tourism WG. Time 7-8 pm at the International Congress Centre.  
The EC decided that Ms Annika Annerby-Jansson, Region Skåne and, to ask Ms Lena Celion, 
Region Gotland and BSC Executive Secretary to join the meeting. 

 

25 § Coming Major Events – A Calendar for 2007   

 

 October 3-4 Baltic Master Final Conference, Karlskrona (S) 

October 9-10 
Conference ISLENET Brussels (B) 
“ Island Networking and Focus on Technologies” 

October 17-19 35
th

 CPMR General Assembly, Tuscany (IT) 

October  8-12  EU Open Days in Brussels (B) 
“Open days”, 8-12 October, Brussels - “Greener energy options – through alternative 
sources and new technologies” 
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October 25-26 WG Innovation meeting in Inverness (UK) 

November  2  BSC sponsoring  Mr Mälly Gotland Grand National, Visby (S) 

November 5-6  Baltic Development Forum, Tallinn (EE) 

November 8-9 CPMR meeting on sustainable energy Opatija, Croatia 

November 19 CPMR Port & Maritime Transport, Gijón, Asturias (ES) 

November 19-21 Inter Baltic Final Conference, Klaipeda (LIT) 

November 20 BSC Executive Committee meeting, Klaipeda (LIT) 

December 3-4 CPMR Scientific Council on "Regional Development and globalisation", Lisbon (PT) 

 
Are there any other major events that should be added? 

 

Final decision 

 

The list of events was noticed. For decisions on the Executive Committee meeting in Klaipeda se 
28 §. 
 

26 § Requests for Baltic Sea Commission Support 
 

 During the past month the President and the Secretariat have received requests for support from 
our member region Klaipeda and the European Youth Parliament.  
 
“Klaipeda Region asked BSC for support for Klaipeda University in its initiative to participate in a tender, held by the 
Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania, regarding financial support for establishment of a 
Specialised Marine Science Centre (valley of science) with complex of laboratories.” 
 
“In April 2008 the European Youth Parliament (EYP) will be organising the 'II Baltic Sea Regional Session' in Stockholm, 
Sweden to which we will invite young people from all over the Baltic Sea area to meet and discuss topics concerning 
today's and tomorrow's Europe! – They like BSC to help them financing the project.” 

 
– What policy shall be apply to these kind of requests in the future, not the least regarding 
financial support, given that the BSC budget is very limited? 
  

Final decision Klaipeda made a short PPT presentation of the project. 
 
The Executive Committee decided to support the Klaipeda request by adopting the text written by 
the secretariat, se below. The secretariat will send a signed surface mail with the text to the 
Klaipeda region. 
 
 Dear Dalia Makuskiene and to whom ever is concerned, 
  
The region of Klaipeda is a member of the CPMR and the Baltic Sea Commission since many years.  
  
The Klaipeda region has at times been very active in our projects, particularly, when they had good 
expertise to send in as project members. 
  
The CPMR Baltic Sea Commission is presently focusing on areas such as transport, innovation, human 
relation, maritime safety and the Baltic Sea Environment all from a sustainable point of view and with the 
effects up on climate change in mind.   
  
The CPMR Baltic Sea Commission is constantly battling to keep a distributed balance among the member 
regions were all should be actively participating and contributing to our work in order that we together 
should be furthering the case of the Baltic Sea Region within the CPMR and towards the EU. 
  
The CPMR Baltic Sea Commission will warmly give support for Klaipeda University in its initiative to 
participate in a tender, held by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania, 
regarding financial support for establishment of a Specialized Marine Science Center (valley of science). It 
is our hope that such a center will be a good knowledgebase and source for finding future project partners 
with BSC projects. 
  
Visby September 19th 2007, 
  
Anne Ståhl Mousa 
Executive Secretary 
CPMR Baltic Sea Commission 
Schweitzergränd 3, 621 81 Visby, Sweden 
+46 498 263444, Mob +46 70 540 8858, Fax +46 498 205120 
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anne_stahlmousa@msn.com 
 
 

Regarding the request for financial support in general the Executive Committee decided that the 
BSC doesn’t have the financial means to lend their support to anyone for the time being.  
 
The secretariat was asked to write the European Youth Parliament kindly declining their request. 

 

27 § Short reports: 

Announcement of the winner of the Swedish Baltic Sea Water Award. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The BSC had nominated CPMRs Baltic Sea Commission has nominated Lamor Group Ab to the 
prestigious environmental award. 
 
“The 2007 Swedish Baltic Sea Water Award goes to the Kaliningrad based Russian NGO Ecodefense for its efforts to 
increase knowledge on and awareness of the Baltic Sea water environment. Since 1999, by means of reports, hearings 
and campaigns; their exemplary work has pushed to further education and broaden the knowledge among the general 
public, government departments, authorities, politicians and companies in a region with severe environmental problems”. 
  

The Baltic Sea Commission “punch-line”. 
At the General Assembly the BSC member regions were asked to spend lazy summer days 
considering a good and short slogan for the BSC that could be added to the webpage, 
documents and on other appropriate places. So far, written September 17, no suggestions 
arrived to the secretariat. 
 

Final decision The Lamor information was noted. 
 
Regarding the BSC “punch-line” – the contest is still open. 

 

28 § Executive Committee Meetings 2007  

 

Final decision It was decided that the Executive Committee should hold its next meeting in Klaipeda, November 
20th, in the late afternoon or evening. 

 
The Executive Committee spring meetings will be held as a one-day-meeting in Brussels, inviting 
our representative for the fishery work group, on February 13

th
. The second meeting will be a 

lunch-to-lunch meeting, probably in Visby, during week 15. 
 

29 §  Any Other Business 

 

 

Final decision 

 

None 

30 §  Closing the Meeting 

 

Proposal 

 

The President will close the meeting. 

Final decision 

 

The President closed the meeting  expressing her pleasure of meeting our new regional 
representatives from Podlaskie and Klaipeda, thanking all for the excellent work done during the 
meetings here in Riga and once again, thanked the Riga Region for the hospitality. 

 

 

 

CPMRs Baltic Sea Commission Secretariat,  

Anne Ståhl Mousa, 

Executive Secretary,  

anne_stahlmousa@msn.com, 

www.balticseacommission.org  

Mobile +46 70 540 8858 

mailto:anne_stahlmousa@msn.com
http://www.ecodefense.ru/
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