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BALTIC SEA COMMISSION

CPMR Baltic Sea Commission Members
Pre CPMR General Assembly Meeting

30 September
MINUTES
Time 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Venue Svenska Méssan, Gothenburg (SE) room H1

Documents referred to are from CPMR General Assembly 2009:

48

SESSION 11: VOTE ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANISATIONAL CHARTER

No 21 Extract from the Organisational Charter: Proposed amendment, Art. 1 - point 2b On site Vote
http://www.cpmr.org/pub/agenda/1114_en-charte-amendement-bp_goteborg.pdf

o8

SESSION 9: EXAMINATION AND VOTE ON THE FINAL DECLARATION AND RESOLUTIONS
No 19 Draft Final Declaration + Draft Resolutions On site Vote
http://www.cpmr.org/pub/agenda/1113_en-projet_df-ag_goteborg.pdf

6§

37TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CPMR

30 September / 1-2 October 2009 — Géteborg (Vastra Gotaland, SE)

Gothia Towers Hotel/Svenska Massan — Massans gata 24, 402 26 Goteborg, Sweden (Entrance No. 8)
AGENDA

http://www.cpmr.org/pub/agenda/1015_agenda-goteborg2009.pdf

7§

SESSION 10: BUDGET DECISIONS

No 20 - Auditor’s Report for the 2008 annual period /- Report on the implementation of
the 2009 budget/ - Draft budget for 2010 / - Statement of dues paid On site Vote

Will be presented on site

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE — BALTIC SEA COMMISSION

Executive Secretary Anne Stahl Mousa, Telephone +46 498 203444, Mobile +46 70 5408858, Fax +46 498 205120
E-mail cpmr_bsc@me.com Web www.balticseacommission.info
Gotland Region, Executive Office, CPMR Baltic Sea Commission, 621 81, Visby SWEDEN
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Final decision

Opening Session

Session Open

2§

Final decision

Adopting the Agenda

Agenda adopted.

38

Final decision

Welcoming Ms Eleni Marianou

Ms Marianou, started by thanking the BSC President Christel Liljestrom for the invitation to this
meeting.

Regarding the organisation of work Ms Marianou will allow herself a year were she will follow the
internal work of the Rennes office as well as of the Geographical Commissions by paying the
latter personal visits. The basic idea is NOT to through everything over end. CPMR hold a
strong position and is a well respected organisation a reputation to be further developed.

Ms Marianou would describe her style of running the office vice-a-vie the commission as one of
a conciliator with the clear intention to bring us all together. CPMRs strength rest on that all 161
member regions pull together in the same direction.

The essence of lobbying is "to make things happen unofficially” to use all channels at an early
stage.

There is a lot of work ahead:

Regarding the issue of emerging macro regions, like the Baltic Sea Strategy (BSS) CPMR have
to advocate the importance of the bottom-up approach, well demonstrated in the BSS process,
and the importance of having the regions participate in the process.

On the EU Budget CPMR have to act strongly as we are one of the stakeholders and, Mr
Baroso’s issues fall well in line with the interest of the CPMR members. CPMR could, through
the member regions bring useful proposals, with addition of best-practise examples from the
member regions.

Another important issue is transport were, again, the CPMR need to pull together. As a
Secretary General she sees her job as "the door-opener” and the commissions will fill in with
their experience and opinions.

| am all ear, my door is an open one and my work will signal, not a revolution, but an evolution,
said Ms Marianou.

Ms Marianou received a warm greeting from the BSC wishing her very good
fortune on her new position and that the cooperation within all of CPMR, the
Rennes Secretariat and the Commission, should be further intensified in the
future.
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Suggested Amendment to the CPMR Charter - BSC comment

The Baltic Sea Commission Member Regions of CPMR
on the proposals for amendments to the Organisational Charter

- The Baltic Sea Commission member regions of CPMR do not support the proposed addition to
Article 1.2.b. We consider it important that full membership, as previously, should be restricted to
regions in states, respecting the fundamental principles of the Council of Europe, in coherence
with Article 1.2.a. This is a clear and transparent way to guarantee that all full CPMR members
respect democracy and human rights. Furthermore, since one aim of CPMR s to influence EU
Policy, we believe that a majority of the full members of CPMR should be regions in Member,
States of the EU or in states with a view of membership.

- Cooperation with regions from the non-EU members of the Union for the Mediterranean is
important to address common issues in the Mediterranean Sea, and to foster peace, welfare
and economic growth. The Swedish member regions of CPMR believe that the possibility of
associate membership for non-European regions, provided in current Article 1.3, is sufficient to
facilitate such cooperation. We therefore propose to keep the old Article 1.3 about associate
membership as it is, only shifting the words “Euro-Mediterranean Partnership” to “the Union for
the Mediterranean".

This amendment to CPMR charter will be withdrawn by the Mediterranean
Commission.

5§

Suggested Amendment to the CPMR Draft Final Declaration

Mr Esa Hame, Paijat-Hame, presented the following,a more focused, version of their original
document:

2
In the communiqué of ministers for regional policy is strongly stressed that the cohesion policy
should be preserved also after 2013 in the entire EU supporting the Lisbon goals of growth and
jobs as well as the goals of Gothenburg but unfortunately this cannot be seen in the CPMR draft
declaration. Specially now during the financial crisis the long term goals of the cohesion policy
do matter (is not mentioned on the first page of the CPMR declaration). ---You may find this
document by googling on internet from Czeck EU presidency the document named
“Communiqué of Ministers for Regional Policy” 23. April 2009 in Marianske Lazne.

7
'The member regions firstly expect the European response to the economic situation ....

6
\What is completely missing in the draft declaration (point 11) — territorial cohesion — is the
accessibility or it "drowns” under the headings of the "Trans-European Networks” or "Motorways
of the Sea”. From the perspective of the peripheral regions it would be very important to show
the concrete projects and actions how the concrete accessibility can be improved in the
peripheral regions (like the fast railway connection through the Baltic countries, effective land
connections to the ports of the motorways of the sea, east-west connections of the Baltic Sea
region) Just by demanding free flow of goods, persons etc. we do not bring much new into the
discussion. It seems that CPMR has buried its old mantra about polycentric Europe and
accessibility...




Final decision

8
In point 13 "Reacting to climate change” is just discussed about the adaption but not at all about
mitigation,

10

how we may
respond to the challenges of the global migration in our regions, and how we may use the global
migration to answer the needs of the employment policies in our regions

Region Vastrago6taland suggested that here should be a mention of the Lisbon
Strategy, the Gothenburg Agenda and the North Sea Strategy under amendment
2.

The two last sentences of the suggested amendment 6 should be deleted to
make the text stand out as more positive.

Regarding the point 7 the wording ”...... ....” need to be
changed to ”.... received the manifesto...”.

In the discussion following the presented amendments, above, Region Skane
suggested that the amendment to point 10 should merge into the amendment of
point 8. Also, to add;

legal

On point 12 it was suggested:

and green corridors
There should also be formulated an amendment stressing that Baltic Sea
Commission (BSC) welcome the development of macro regions and that CPMR
regions should take an active part in the developing process of these coming
strategies.

Mr Esa Hame was asked to revise the amendments in according with the
outcome of the discussion.

Mr Esa Hame, Piijat-Hame, supported by BSC Executive Secretary Anne Stahl
Mousa were elected to represent BSC at the Resolutions Overview group.
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Suggestion for BSC intervention at the CPMR General Assembly

At the BSC Executive Committee Meeting in Bialystock it was suggested that the BSC will
have the following speakers as our for-runners during the CPMR General Assembly:

Session 3 - The Challenge of Global Crisis - Comments by any Region

Session 4 - Ms Annika Annerby Jansson (does already have an intervention) - Comments by
any Region

Session 5 - The Sea and Maritime Policy - Mr Bo Léfgren - Comments by any Region.

Session 6 - Climate Change and Energy - Mr Poul Muller and Mr Erik Bergkvist - Comments by
any Region

Session 10 - Budget decision - Ms Christel Liljestrdom or Mr Poul Mller presents our questions
supported by Mr Rainer Kosmider Kosmider - Comments by any Region

Further more the Executive Committee suggest that all regions should feel free to make
intervention as usual.

The suggestion was adopted.

7§

CPMR Financial Document as will be presented to the Political Bureau

President Christel Liljestrom, vice president Poul Miiller and Executive Secretary made a short
presentation followed by an open discussion.

Some observations:

In the budget of 2010 there are still lines for member region Tukums and Riga mentioned
despite the fact that they have left the organisation. Also, there is a member region that haven't
been paying their fee for several years.

Fiscal year 2009 is the third year arrow showing financial deficit.
The membership fee is increased by 1.2 % in accordance with Eurostat calculated inflation rate.

Extract from Illl Explanatory notes on the topic of FOGAR:

Expenditure 2010

Payroll expenses (€2,140,140)

The payroll expenses are broken down according to workload between the different
Geographical Commissions, cooperation programmes and network. Payroll expenses covered
by the CPMR general budget can therefore vary from one year to the next. They are higher in
2010 than in 2009, given that in 2009, the working time spent by CPMR staff on FOGAR was
financed by the regional contributions to this organisation.

Payroll expenses have not been re-evaluated in relation to 2009, on the assumption that there
will be zero average inflation in 2009 (Insee) and that the number of permanent staff will remain
the same as in 2009. Travel expenses, overheads, translation and equipment expenses
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These budget items have not been re-evaluated in relation to 2009. Only the analytical
breakdown of these expenses has changed.

In 2009, 4% of the CPMR’s overheads were attributed to FOGAR and 2% to nrg4SD. In
2010, these have been re-integrated into the general CPMR budget, which explains the
increase in overheads in the general budget as compared to 2009.

Contributions to outside bodies (€24,650)

This budget item includes in particular the CPMR’s subscriptions to the European Movement
(€1,500), the European Policy Centre (€1,000), FOGAR (€10,000) and also nrg4SD (€12,000) -
if CPMR no longer acts as Treasurer of this network, its membership fee which was €6,000 in
2009 will increase to €12,000 in 2010.

nrg4SD and FOGAR

It is too early in August 2009 to enter a possible contribution from the nrg4SD and
FOGAR budgets to the payroll expenses of the CPMR General Secretariat as was the
case in 2009. If this were the case, it would be subject to a contractual agreement.

The forecast deficit for the CPMR in 2010 is €58,055 which may be covered by the CPMR’s
reserve fund.

NSC UK members have formulated a paper to the Political Bureau(PB) with
questions on the financial papers.

BSC shall support the UK member papers.

President Christel Liljestrom supported by all other representatives to the PB,
from BSC will follow up the observations above with questions on the topic of:

Financial deficit 3rd year; - why? what will be done?

Increase of budget 2010; will note financial crises, our Baltic member regions are
suffering - ought CPMR to freeze budget increase to 0 for 2010 as a sign of
solidarity?

A number of observation regarding the status and finance of FOGAR in 2009
need to be clarified. According to the Political Bureau meeting in Florence 2007
FOGAR should be an independent entity as from January 1st 2010.
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Meeting agenda for spring 2010

Mr Dr Rainer Kosmider, State Chancellery, Schwerin, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern presented the
draft programme for the 15th General Assembly of Baltic Sea Commission 26-29th of May 2010

Hosted by: State Chancellery Mecklenburg-Vorpommern
Venue: Rostock-Warnemiinde, Hotel Neptun

Wednesday, 26 May
Evening: Informal dinner (Members of Executive Committee)

Thursday, 27 May

Morning: Excursions to places of interest
Lunch buffet

Afternoon: Workshops on current topics

(BSS, transport, fisheries etc.)

Dinner upon invitation of the Minister President

Friday, 28 May

Morning: General Assembly

Lunch buffet

Afternoon:

- Constituting meeting of the Executive Committee
- Excursions to places of interest

Evening: leisure time

Saturday, 29 May
Departure

The BSC Executive Secretary urged all WG’s interested in giving a seminar/
holding a WG meeting in Rostock-Warnemiinde to advice the Secretariat of this
as soon as possible.

President Christel Liljestrom thanked Mecklenburg-Vorpommern for the good
preperation. President Liljestrom ended by inviting Ms Eleni Marianou to the BSC
General Assembly 2010.

98§
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Any Other Business

Ms Anneli Strak Region Vastragotaland informed the meeting that the NSC will be
making an amendment of their own resolution on Cod.

The meeting agreed, after some hesitation not to vote against NSCs resolution.

10§

Final decision

Closing the meeting

As President Liljestrom closed the meeting she stressed that all regions are free
to express their own opinions in the debate of the CPMR Political Bureau and the
General Assembly, and that she hoped BSC member regions should be as active

as they were in the past.

Thank you,

CPMRs Baltic Sea Commission Secretariat,

Anne Stahl Mousa,
Executive Secretary,
cpmr_bsc@me.com

www.balti mmission.info,
Mobile +46 70 540 8858
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