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Benefits of telemedicine

• Mobility: Move the data – not the patient

• Better visitation procedures

• Improved access to more specialized healthcare

• Reduction of bottlenecks

• Avoid doctors migration
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Barriers to telemedicine

• Interoperability

– Networks and security

– Standards, terminology and semantics

• Reimbursement not settled

• Legal issues

• Cultural and linguistic differences
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Objectives of Baltic eHealth

• Promote telemedicine to decision makers

– Create secure infrastructure to ensure interoperability

– Address legal, financial and cultural barriers

– Demonstrate cross-border mobility
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Interoperability

�Î We need:

1) Standards, 
terminology and 
semantic consensus

2) Network and security
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Network and Security in the BSR
- one step towards interoperability

Sweden

Norway

Vilnius

Tallinn
Denmark

BHN

???
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Guidelines & business model

• Legal

• Reimbursement

• Organisational

• Cultural / linguistic

Business model
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eRadiology

• Lack of Radiologists in Funen hospital

�Î Waiting lists and traveling to other hospitals.

• Solution:

• Images are taken in Funen

• Reports are made in Vilnius and Tallinn

• Start with conventional radiology

• Multi-lingual standardized reporting schemes

• Goal: From pilot to production (incl. business model)
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Teleradiology in Estonia
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Partners

Facts:
• Ten partners

• Five countries

• Start: 2004

• End: 2007

• Budget: 2 M€
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Thank you for your attention !

Tomas Gustafsson

Tomas.gustafsson@vll.se

website: www.Baltic-eHealth.org

Baltic eHealth is co-financed by the BSR Interreg III B programme
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• Digital bridge between Norway-Sweden-Finland
• The idea of a “digital bridge” between Norway, Sweden and Finland is 

now becoming realised. The IT3 project, run by IT Västerbotten, IT 
Österbotten and Rana Utviklingsselskap, is initiating two new part 
projects this spring.

• The first is a new fiber connection between Hemavan and Mo i Rana in 
Norway. The other is a long-term rental of so-called “black fibre” (when only
a fibre cable network is hired) between Umeå and Vasa in Finland.

• The long-term aim is that a border-crossing computer network, from a 
technological, business and administrative point of view, will link up the 
regions Västerbotten – Österbotten – Helgeland – Västernorrland – Södra 
Österbotten.

• In addition to providing access to the Internet, the computer network will also
offer more advanced and border-crossing services such as telephone
communications, education, entertainment, television, telemedicine and 
teleworking.

• “This will open up possibilities to create new workplaces within e-trading, e-
education, home care etc and will also improve and optimize the prerequisites
for current trade and industry and local authority activities. People living
within the area would benefit immediately if there were telework, 
telemedicine, and distance education. Also the existing collaboration between, 
for instance, the medical services and education would have totally new 
development potential,” write the companies KD Soft Oy AB and ETTAB in a 
preliminary study.
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