
    

 

Welcome To Porvoo/Borgå 
  

 

For a city map – click http://www.porvoo.fi/map 

  

  

 

 

Transportation 

It's easy to get to Porvoo! 

Porvoo is close to the capital region, but it doesn't take long to reach 
from Lahti, Tampere, Kouvola, or Kotka either. Take a pleasant day 
trip to Porvoo, or stay a while longer. The city offers new and old, 
culture and events, beautiful buildings and nature, as well as small 
boutiques and a great atmosphere.  

By car or bus 
Porvoo is conveniently located on Highway E18, a short drive from 
the Helsinki metropolitan area. The trip takes about 30 minutes. Buses run regularly between Helsinki 
and Porvoo.  

By ferry or using your own boat 
You can also travel to Porvoo by sea on the M/S RoyalCat water bus or the M/S J.L. Runeberg, which was 
originally a steamboat. The boats take on passengers at the Helsinki Market Square, and then set out 
through the beautiful archipelago towards the Porvoo harbor. Traveling to Porvoo by boat is a truly 
enjoyable experience, especially with a larger group. Another option is to dock at Porvoo's guest marina, 
which is located in the newly restored Jokiranta district.  

How long does it take to get from Helsinki to Porvoo? 

Highway E18, 40 - 50 min 
Highway 170, 1h 10 min 
M/S RoyalCat or M/S Katarina 3 h 10 min 
M/S J.L. Runeberg 3 h 20 min 
Coach 55 min - 1 h 15 min 
Museum Train, 1 h 45 min 

Boat traffic  

Bus service   

Examples of departure and arrival times for buses 

Helsinki-Porvoo 
Mon.-Sun. 08:50am - 09:45am 
Mon.-Sun. 10:20am - 11:20am 

http://www.porvoo.fi/map
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/archipelagocruises
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/guest_marina__visiting_ports
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/archipelagocruises/royal_line
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/archipelagocruises/ms_jl_runeberg
http://www.matkahuolto.fi/
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/museum_train
http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/activities__experience/archipelagocruises


Mon.-Sun. 10:30am - 11:25am 
Mon.-Sun. 11:00am - 11:55am 

Porvoo-Helsinki 
Mon.-Sun.   4:50pm - 5:50pm 
Mon.-Sun.   5:15pm - 6:15pm 
Mon.-Sun.   5:35pm - 6:30pm 
Mon.-Sun.   6:40pm - 7:35pm 
Mon.-Sun.   7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Platforms in Helsinki: 1-4 
One-way ticket: 9.20 € -11.90 €  

 

 

Porvoo 

 

The City of Porvoo and the Rural Municipality of Porvoo were united in 1 January, 1997. The new 

municipality is called the City of Porvoo. With its combined resources, it is an increasin gly attractive 

place for people and business. In the new Porvoo, the quality of town planning and environmental 

protection has high priority. 

Major information  

 

In today's Porvoo, the past and the present merge in perfect harmony. The strata from differen t 

epochs can be discerned in the structure of the town. Porvoo is a dynamic town centre fostering 

culture and traditions which offers its inhabitants humane and pleasant surroundings.  

 

The town of Porvoo has about 47 000 inhabitants and an area of 654 km2. The town is a thriving 

centre for the economic region of the eastern part of the province of Uusimaa. Porvoo is a bilingual 

town with about 33% of the inhabitants speaking Swedish as their mother tongue. More than half of 

the citizens of Porvoo gain their livelihood from trade and services, compared to a third who work in 

the industrial sector. 

 

The traditions and structure of industry and commercial life are based on three vibrant industrial 

branches in Porvoo - the graphics, electrotechnical and petrochemical industries. The publishing 

house, Sanoma-WSOY Oyj, has the longest traditions within the graphics industry. The Ensto Group 

has specialized in the electrotechnical field as well as in automation and electronics. The oil refinery 

belonging to the nat ional oil company Fortum and the petrochemical production plant of Borealis 

Polymers Oy are nowadays part of the modern profile of Porvoo.  

 

Porvoo originally grew up as a trade centre and it continues to be an attractive focal point as a centre 

of business and commerce. The volume of retail trade makes Porvoo one of the bigger municipal 

centres. People from the wide surrounding area come to the town to do their shopping.  

 

Porvoo is an attractive tourist destination and the importance of tourism is consider able both for the 

retail trade and the service sector. The Old Town provides one of its most colourful sights and tourist 

attractions. Old Porvoo is famous for its narrow lanes and brick -coloured riverside warehouses. In 

the Empire-style part of the town, the low wooden houses belong to the classical town plan where the 

streets form squares. It is here that the home of Finland's greatest poet, Johan Ludvig Runeberg, 

provides one of Porvoo's most popular tourist attractions.  

History of Porvoo  

 

A long time ago... 

The Porvoo Castle was built on the hill and the town was named Borgå ("castle river") in Swedish.  



The Porvoo parish and the church originated in the 13th century. The church was first built of wood, 

later of stone. It was founded high on the hill to dominate the town. 

Six towns were established in Finland during the Middle Ages. Some of them grew to be towns 

without any official order having been issued. This was the case with Porvoo, which got the town 

rights after Turku in the 14th century. The story tells that in 1346 Maunu Eerikinpoika (Magnus 

Eriksson), then the King of Sweden, visited Porvoo and granted the town rights there and then.  

The Town Prospered through Trade 

Porvoo was born at the junction of the sea and the river, a place where people from surrounding 

villages used to come to trade their merchandise. Goods from Europe travelled via Porvoo to the 

north, and people from the north brought furs and other commodities to Porvoo, to be transported via 

Tallinn to Central Europe.The wealthiest and most influential townsmen were merchants of German 

origin, burghers who were responsible for town planning. They also built a centre for local 

administration and trade activities, with a town hall and a market place.  

The riverside storehouses surrounded a medieval harbour into which salt and other products were 

imported. The full export rights of a staple town were first conceded to Porvoo as early as the 16th 

century. Since the rise of mercantilism in the 17th century, butter, timber, dried fish, linen and tar 

were items exported from Porvoo although tar had to be sold via Helsinki.  

 

 
 

The Map of Porvoo from 1652. 

 

The Cradle of National Culture 

In 1740 Porvoo had over 1600 inhabitants. For a few years it was the second biggest town in Finland. 

After the Uusikaupunki Peace (1721), Porvoo became a culturally significant town in Finland. The 

town of Viipuri was left behind the Russian border, and consequently, the Viipuri Diocese and the 

Viipuri Grammar School were transferred to Porvoo. The Porvoo Grammar School started in 1725. 

Some scholars even dreamed about a university in Porvoo. However, in the 18th century it took 

courage even to talk about expanding the university outside Turku. The oldest public library in 

Finland was opened in the Porvoo Grammar School in 1728.  

The Porvoo Diet 1809 - The Beginning of Autonomous Finland 

The 700-year marriage between Sweden and Finland ended after the Finnish War 1808-1809 when 

Finland was annexed to Russia as an autonomous Grand Duchy. Alexander I, the Czar of Russia, 

convened the Diet in Porvoo in 1809. This was an important cornerstone in the history of Finland, 

starting the progress towards independence. As a result of the Porvoo Diet, Finland was allowed to 

keep its religion, its constitution dating from the Swedish era, and the rights of its estates.  

 



 
 

Alexander I 

 

The Empire Town - the Emperor's Town 

The Empire-style part of Porvoo tells us about the era of Nicholas I, the Czar of Russia between 

1825-55. This reactionary ruler wanted to get rid of the dense and flammable old town built under the 

Swedish rulers, to replace it with a regular and spacious Russian rectangular plan. Luckily, Old 

Porvoo was not touched, instead the town expanded to the south built according to the Empire -style 

St. Petersburgian plan. Architect Carl Ludwig Engel, who also drew the Senate Square area in 

Helsinki, was nominated the designer of new Porvoo. The most popular attraction in this Empire town 

is the home of the Finnish national poet Johan Ludvig Runeberg.  

Participating in the Rise of national Culture 

The process of becoming independent and the economic growth were advanced by the birth of 

national culture in the 19th century. The authors and other artists in Porvoo greatly contributed to 

this advancement. While in Porvoo, our national poet J .L. Runeberg wrote the words to the Finnish 

national anthem "Maamme" ("Vårt Land", "Our Country") and "Porilaisten marssi" (a military march).  

The publishing business started in Porvoo at the end of the 19th century. The publishing house then 

established is today the biggest publisher in the Nordic countries.  

 

The best known of Porvoo's own artists is probably Albert Edelfelt, born in Kiiala manor in 1854. 

Edelfelt was especially enchanted by Old Porvoo with its narrow streets and the red river -bank 

outbuildings. Every summer for over 20 years, he travelled from Paris to paint in the Porvoo scenery. 

Ville Vallgren, the sculptor, won a gold medal for his "Christ's Head" in the World Fair in 1889. Walter 

Runeberg, son of J.L. Runeberg, was also an internationa lly recognized sculptor. Lennart 

Segerstråle, known for his monumental pieces, also worked in Porvoo in the beginning of the 20th 

century. One of the pioneers of Finnish design was Louis Sparre. During the early days of Finnish 

industrial art, the Porvoo-based Iris factory manufactured furniture designed by Sparre and ceramics 

designed by A.W. Finch.  

 

The new Porvoo 

The City of Porvoo and the Rural Municipality of Porvoo were united in 1 January, 1997. The new 

municipality is called the City of Porvoo. With its combined resources, it is an increasingly attractive 

place for people and business. In the new Porvoo, the quality of town planning and environmental 

protection has high priority. 

Porvoo, a favourite destination for tourists  



Porvoo is the perfect destination for those who value cultural services and a great atmosphere. Small and 
idyllic Porvoo, Finland’s second oldest town, is situated just 50 kilometres east of Helsinki. Porvoo is a 
truly lovely place to visit. Come and see its unique waterfront red ochre sheds, medieval cobblestone 
streets, the charming boutiques in Old Porvoo, its restaurants, cafés, museums, galleries…Porvoo is just 
an hour’s drive from Helsinki along the E18 highway. Many bus services operate every hour between 
Helsinki and Porvoo. For example, there are daily yearround departures from Helsinki at 8.50am, 
10.20am, 10.30am and 11am, and from Porvoo at 4.50pm, 5.15pm, 5.35pm, 
6.40pm and 7.00pm. Tickets cost one way € 9,20-11,90.  

The most popular place for visits in Porvoo is by far Old Porvoo and the 
beautiful Cathedral therein (the third most popular church in Finland as 
measured in number of visitors!). Unfortunately, in the night of 29 th May 
2006 the cathedral was ravaged by fire which was lit on purpose. Because 
of the fire, all ceremonies in the cathedral have been cancelled. The 
fire did not cause much damage to the interior of the church because the 
ceiling did not collapse. However, the church was damaged by smoke and 
water. Some windows were broken and chandeliers fell down. Repair works 
have started and the cathedral will be open again in 2009.  

the tourist brochures of Porvoo town and the region Itä-Uusimaa 2008 with a 

map on page 10-1. 

http://tourism.porvoo.fi/en/old_porvoo

