EU strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

Input from the Joint Platform on Energy and Climate

The future EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region provides a unique opportunity to promote partnerships between key stakeholders in order to find innovative solutions to the challenges in the field of energy. 
For the inspiration of the European Commission in developing the EU strategy, the Joint Platform on Energy and Climate of the Baltic Sea Region would like to draw attention to different projects, which aim at having a coherent regional energy and climate policy. 
Project  A: Analysis on enhanced energy cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region.

There is an urgent need for regional studies and concrete actions to be taken in order to enhance the regional cooperation.

The project aims at providing and strengthening a common understanding of energy-related issues and at enhancing closer regional cooperation by identifying specific cooperation opportunities and projects within the energy and climate sector in the Baltic Sea Region. 
An open process, based on reliable and transparent data, multi stakeholders’ involvement and scenario-modelling, is chosen for promoting enhanced regional energy cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region. It is perceived as a good way of creating convergence of views and a greater common understanding of existing challenges. This could gradually create the basis for shared views and hopefully in the end a common list of priority energy projects in the region. The project will consist of four work packages and a number of milestones where the results will be disseminated, discussed and challenged by different stakeholders in the BSR. 
The target group of the analysis is politicians, businesses, regional organizations and energy producing companies. The scenarios for future energy systems should serve as helpful tool for governments by identifying the added value from enhanced regional cooperation. Further, the analysis will prioritize regional projects that should be implemented and outline concrete possibilities for the industry to be frontrunner in development of new energy technologies. These findings can be used by businesses within the energy sector as well as downstream industries.
Key areas for demonstration: for decision makers, the project will clarify the consequences of political and strategic decisions by politicians, energy actors and the public to make better and more well-balanced decision between competing ends possible. The analysis has a cross-sector approach and looks at sectors such as energy, climate, transport, forestry and agriculture. Further, the analysis will cover areas such as research & development and demonstration
The Baltic Sea Region has a significant potential for further developing regional projects, which could benefit the region as a showcase for sustainable energy development and contribute at becoming frontrunners in innovative solutions through regional cooperation.
Project B: Combination of different project, developed by municipalities
1. Technology transfer portal for the Baltic Cleantech sector
Technology transfer is the major driving force for progress throughout history, in particular to help regional administrations and municipalities. In order to speed up the process of decreasing green house gases and improve energy efficiency in the Baltic region, structured and validated information about different available technologies has to be well known throughout the region. The project fulfils a Pan-Baltic need to get a system for exchange and transfer of technology and knowledge across regions, countries and municipalities. In additions to that there is a strong market listening in on the data that have a growing economy and interest to source new and relevant technologies for their rapid development.   
2. Energy ABC – Energy actions for Baltic Competitiveness

Energy ABC is an educational project where the first step is to inform politicians, management and civil servants in energy efficiency issues. The second step to educate the operating staff in charge of the energy systems in SME/industries and in large real estates, for instance public buildings. Concrete result of the project are regional energy tutors with a knowledge and competence in energy efficiency issues equipped with tool – the training in energy efficiency and the software ENSAM– that will help them to further disseminate their knowledge to other local energy guides. Main objective of the project is to strengthen the region by reinforce the economical development and growth, without increasing the negative impact of the environment, especially the climate change. 
3. LED- Light for Urban and rural areas

We are facing a paradigm shift in the field of public lightning.  The single most efficient way to reduce green house gases globally would be to replace kerosene lamps with solar and wind powered light. A conversion to LED-lighting would result in a paradigmatic shift within the field of lighting and a reversal of the percentages. This technology is here.
